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Poſtquam conſumman ſunt dies oCto, ut 
circumcideretur puer, yocatum eſt no- 
men ejus JESUS. Lac. 2.21. 


IVhen eight days were accompliſhed, for the 
circumciſing of the child, his name was 


called FES US. 


SEESFicr the Evangeliſt in this Chap- 
8 £ tr had given us a ſhort Ac- 
SE count of the Mcthod and Occo- 
FARwyC nomy of our Redemprion, and 
{ct down, as it were, 4n the Minutes, the 
more 
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more remarkable Circumſtances of our 
Saviour's Nativity, his painful Journey to 
Bethlehem , the more afflicting Rejection 
when he arriv'd there, his tl more ſtu- 
pendious condeſcending to be born in a 
Stable, and what ſurpailcs all the reſt (ac- 
cording to the Meaſures of Humane Pru- 
dence) his Manifeſting and Revealing him- 
ſelf in the firſt place to the meaneſt and 
moſt 'contenaptible ſort 'of Mankind, in- 
viting poor Shepherds to adorc him, and 
inſpiring them to:become his firit Evange- 
lifts : The Holy Penman, I ſay, of this Hi- 
ſtory, having by ſuch Degrecs wrought 
up our Imaginations to ſo high a Point, 
ſeems as tho he wou'd leave us there, leaye 
our ſuſpended Minds to contemplare rhis 
great Viſion, leave us full of Wonder and 
Amazetnent, and concludes, Omnes gui au- 
dierunt mirati funt. All theſe Particulars 
were ſo exceeding marvellous, and all thar 
heard them were fo ftranggly tranſported, 
as-if nothing cou'd be added to rhe Sub- 
ject of: their Adnuration, as if Admiration 


it-ſelt could riſe no higher: Mirati” funt 


OMNECS. 


But 
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But the Continuance of his Narration, 
which is the Subje&t before us, renders. all 
theſe complicated Miracles but Sever days 
wonder ; tor, When the eighth day was come, 
that the chifd ſhould be circumciſed, his name 
was' call d FESUS. That the Bleſſed 
Child was Circumcis'd, 1s an accumula- 
tive Miracle; a wonderful Diſpenſation 
of the Eternal Father, inflicting upon his 
Beloved Son the Puniſhment ; i only to 
the Rebellious Slave ; a wonderful Severi- 
ty of the Bleſſed Infant upon himſelf, vo- 
Juntarily ſubmutting to the Rigour of the 
Law, which he had never violated, and 
taking the Badge of the Sin he had never 
contracted. But Oh! the more then He- 
roical Courage of his moſt tender Mother, 
aſſiſting at this Bloody Ceremony, without 
a Sigh, without a Tear, excepting thoſe 
which by neceſſity guſh'd at the ſame in- 
ſtant from her Heart, and from his 
Wounds; For in every Part of the Child 
you may find the Heart of the Mother. 


But when the Child was Circumcis'd, 
that his Name ſhould be call'd FE SUS, 


awakens 
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awakens us out of one Adnuration into a- 


Plal, 41; 8, greater ; Abyſus abyſum invocat ; The Abyſs. 


Mal. 4. 2- 


of Humility calls upon the 4 and wWi- 
der Ocean. of Charity :- Here the Eyc of 
Reaſon loſes all Obx&, and only. Love- 
can comprehend the beight and the depth, 
can fathom and mcaſure the moſt extend-, 
ed, and moſt profound Operation of the. 
Divine Goodneſs. | 


That the Child was Circumciſed, 1s a: 
Miracle of Humility, exceeding that of be- 
mg born im a Stable, that he takes upon... 
him the mark of a Sinner, 'is more = 
afluming the form. of Man ; 7am nor. ſo- 
lum formam hominis, (cries the devout St. ' 
Bernard,) Sed formam . etiam babet peccato- 


7is; but while he makes hghe to ſpring ouc 
ar jd rar eee; ar 
Eters of Death, forms the bright name of 
FESUS, _ —_— the Cloud, and 
appearance of Sin, 7 fe Sam of \Zaſtice irs 
T - with Healing , eek a5 
his Wings ; while he appears ſo Beautiful 
in his Tears, fo Loycly.in his Suffering, 
ſo Charming in the Vernuhon of "= 
| ood, 


. 
94d, 
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Blood, (Dilefus menus candidus, © rubicun- Cant x. 16: 


dus,) fo Amiable under the goring Knife, 


. a Suffering Infant, but a Saving FESUS: 


O how theſe Conſiderations ſwallow up 
our Thoughts, tranſcend our Concepti- 


- ons, leave all Created- Underſtanding far 


below ; and do you ſtill exſpect they ſhou'd 
be the Subject of my Diſcourſe, and of your 
Attention ? No Chriſtian, I can only lead 
you to the Stable, which is now become 
an Altar, where the Lamb of . God lics 
bleeding for your Sins, that is by your 
Hands; I aF aſcend the Chair to imi- 
tate that Orator,'who carried the bloody 
Garment of Ceſar into the Pulpit, I come 
only to ſhew you the Pretious Blood ſhed 
this Day, in the Circumciſion, and to ac- 
quaint you, that it 1s the Blood, not only 
of a Ceſar, yet that is an unſufferable pro- 
ſpe& of our Treaſon and Parricide ; not 
only that of a Parent, or of a Brother, yer, 
that 1s a horrible-ſpe&acle to Flah and 
Blood; not only that of an injur'd, and 
wounded Friend, yet that would pierce a 
Heart which 1s not turned into Stone; but 
the Blood of a FESUS, a name above all 

| B naimCs, 


&.- WW 
names, that comprehends all the moſt en- 
dearing Epithets, that compriſes all the 
terms of Allegiance, of Friend/bip, of Love, 
of Honour, and is a Sermon in a Word. 
And may the cries of this Blood (for that 
too has its Voice, if your Ears are Circum- 
ciſed to hear it} drown my Words, for it 


Hebr.12-24! ſpeaks (fays the yy better things then 


that of Abel: And may this Sacred Name 
plead for it felf unto your Hearts, whether 
my Voice can never reach, and which my: 
Mouth cannot pronounce (according to 


x Cor. 12.3; the Apoſtle) to your Inſtruction, Nife in  * 


Spiritu Sanfo, unleſs the Holy Ghoſt give 
motion to my Lips, force to my Words, 
and efficacy to my Dorine; Let us im- 
plore his Aſſiſtance by her Interceſſion, 
whois ſo great a part of this Day's Solem- 
nity ; and who, as being the greateſt in- 
ftrument in the Work of our Redemption, 
by bearing our Redeemer, 1s alſo the 
greateſt ſharer in his Sufferings, and the 
moſt concerned in the Honour of that 
name, which ſhe learned from the Angel 
when he ſaluted her, YE MARIA. 


Although 
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Lthough the Mercies as well as the Rom. ::. 

["\ Fudements of God are unſearchable,and 33: 
all his ways paſt finding oiit ; altho' when wc 
contemplate his ſupernataral Works, Nature 
ought to be ſilent, and Reafon plunge t: 
ſclt into an 0 altitudo! 0 the depth of the 
riches, both sf the Wiſdom and Knowledge of 
God! and joyfully deſpair of finding our the 
Senſe of our Lord, or reducing within the 
narrow compaſs of an Humane Mind, the 
Operations of an illLmited Power, (which 
arc not the Subject of a curious Diſquiſiti- 
on, but of an humble Belict;) yet as far as 
a Created Underſtanding can dive intothe 
great Arcanum, and ſecret Conduct of the 
riches of that Wiſdom 1n the Work of our 
Redemption, the. Holy Fathers obſerve, 
that init the Son of God propoſed to him- 
ſelf rwo exccllent Methods, correſponding 
to our double Nececflity. The one, by 
putting himfelf in ſuch a condition as 
mighe qualify him to deliver us from a So- 
vereign Eval, to which we became obnox:- 
ous by the Apoſtacy of our Firſt Parent : 
The other, by afluming ſuch a capacity as 

B 2 might 
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might reſtore us to the forfeited poſſeſſion 
of a Sovereign Good. This coud not bc 
performed according. to the rigour of 
Juſtice, but by the Perſon of a God, cloath- 
ed with the Nature of Man, which is my 
firſt Point: Nor according to the truce No- 
tion, and Rules of Satisfaction, without 
his ſubmitting to the Penalty*of Sin, as it 
was enacted by the Law of Circumciſion, 
which is my ſecond Point, and which me- 
rited to him the glorious Name of FE- 
SUS; a double Subject of your Royal Pa- 
* tignce; and Favourable Attention. 


L:- The wounds of Humane Nature are fo 
wide and apparent,. that I need not bring 
any proof to cyince what everyone do's too 
much experience; or if any one be ſo inſen- 
{ible as to queſtion whether our Nature be 
corrupted, at the fame time he confirms it, 
and gives in evidence, that his is ſo. For it is 
impoſſible that a God whoſe Nature 3s Good- 
zeſs,and whoſe Works are perfeA, ſhou'd create 
us. with ſuch an yds. to Good, ſuch a 
Propenfion. to Evil, ſo. covered, and fur- 
rounded. with imperfection, or put.us in a 
condition. - 
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condition ſo diametrically: oppoſite to the 
end of the Creation, and to the happineſs 
of the Creature, Wherefore, all thoſe In- 
ſtances which -prove us miſerable, demon- 
ſtrate that we are Criminal; tor nothing 
cou'd defeat the Mercitul Purpoſes of the 
Divine Will, but the voluntary abuſe of 
our own Liberty, which firſt ſets us in op- 
ofition to God, and renders us unworthy 
th of his Grace in this World, and of his 
Glory in the next; and then, as by a nece(- 
ſary conſequence Subjects us to Afﬀlitions 
and Death here, and to Eternal Torments 


herereafter, which is the: Second Death. Rev. 11. 8. 


Wherctore,, Magna miſeria, (fays St. 4u- 
guſtin,) magna indiget medicina, the cxere- 
mity of our: Condition required no lefs 
then an Infinite Skill, and an Onanipotenc 
Hand to-cure us, and our Servitude call'd 
for a Redeemer. willing and able to per- 
form two- things, which no one cou'd do 
but himſelf; the Firſt to acquit us before 
the Divine Juſtice, of the Contract we had 
made with Death, to cancel the fatal Co- 
venant, and reverſe the Sentence of our 
Condemnation; and Secondly, to reſtores 
our 
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our Title to Eternal Happineſs, to leyel the 


Epheſ.2. Partition-wall, to work us firſt into the fa- 
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your, and then introduce us into the joy of 
our Maſter. 


Now {ſince both thoſe Divine Qualifica- 
tians, the Reconciling and the Meritorious 
Property, are eſſential to, and inſeparable 
from the Perſon of a Sawvtovr ; 1t evident- 
ly follows, That no one could deſerve that 
Style, who did not unite in himfelt the 
PerteEtion of the Divine Nature, and the 
Innocence of the Humane. He was to be 
Man, the Rules of Juſtice requiring, ' that 
the Nature which contra&ted the Debt 
ſhou'd pay it, that the Satisfa&tion ſhou'd 
fuc from: the Principle which had com- 
marred che Offence : But upon the fame 
account that he was to be Man, he was 
not to be a Sirzer; tor how can one Cri- 
minal juſtifie another? How can a Priſo- 
ner, loaden wah Irons, enlarge his Fel- 
lows ? How cou'd one that was already 
the Object of the Divine Hatred, and 
Subjc& of his Vengcance, plead the Par- 


don, .or merit the Relate of all Mankind, 


having 
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having nothing to anſwer for himſelf, but 
ſtanding convicted, of the ſame Treaſon? 


He muſt therefore be Innocent, and Ex 
empt from that Hereditary Stain which is 
in-born to every one, that after the ordi- 
nary manner deſcends from the Maſs of 
Corrupted Naturc : But fince he was to 
be Man of the ſame Stock which contra- 
Eted the Stain, he was to be born of a 
Woman ; but becauſe Man innocent, he 
was to be born of a Virgin, pure and un- 
ſpotted, as a Beam of Light flows from 
the Sun ; and no more cndamaging the 
Integrity of his Blefled Mother, then that 
do's the Cryſtal thro' which it paſſes, not 
violating, bur illuſtrating. So clear 1s it, 
that the Redeemer of Man ought himſelf 
to be Man, and that Man Innocent. But, . 
ſecondly, unleſs he were God too, it is 
as evident that he con'd not be qualified 
for that Great Work; for by a Divine 
and Immutable Decree of ftrict Juſtice, 
Apoſtate and Rebellious Man was ſentenc'd 
to a Death, ſevere indeed, but no leſs then 
:Treaſon and Rebcllion deſerye, an _—_ 

uniſh- 
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Puniſhment ; Infinite, I ſay, not 1in refc- 
rence to che Puniſhment confider'd in its 
own naturc; for no Evil can be properly 
Infinite : or if it cou'd be ſo,. yet a Finite 
Being, as ours, 1s not ſuſceptible, 1s not ca- 
pable of an Infinite Suffering : Infinite 
therefore it muſt be as to its Dzration, that 
is, Eternal, correſponding to Sin, which 1s 
of -an Infinite Mahgnity, not in its own 
nature, being the Action, or rather the 
Deformity of an Action, proceeding from 
a limited Agent; bur in order to the Ob- 
qe& againſt which it 1s directed, the Infinite 
Goodneſs and Majeſty of God. 


And ſince, in Crmnal Matters, the Dig- 
nity and Excellency of the Perſon ſatisfy- 
ing 1s-the Meaſure of the SatisfaCtion ; an 
.Offence of an Infinite Enormity calls for 
an <qual Reparation, and that for an- Infi- 
ate Perſon-to make 1t : Wherefore no leſs 
:then the Perſon of God, in Union with the 
Nature of Man, cou'd expiate the Crime 
of Man againſt an offended God. 


'Such 


on” An SCRA = "i 
z 
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Such is JESUS CHRIST; and fo 
he makes good the Glorious Title of Me- 
diator between God and Man, uniting both 
the Natures in one Perſon, Suffering in what 
be borrow d of us, but ſatisfying in what he 
had of his own, (ſays St. Auguſtin.) As Man 
he Suffers, as God and Man he Redeems ; 
as Man he pleads our Pardon, - but merits 
it as the Perſon of a God; as Man he ſheds 
tus Precious Blood, and in this Days Suf- 
fering begins the painful Journey of the 
Croſs. But theſe Drops ifſuing from the 
Veins of an Incarnate Divinity, are of an 
Ineſtimable Value, of an Infirute Price, and 
alone wou'd be a plentiful Redemption : Sed 
amanti nibil ſatis : As where Nature finiſh- 
es, Grace do's only begin; fo the higheſt 
Point of Natural Love 1s, but the Founda- 
tion of the Divine; and my Second Point 
will ſhew, that the Score of Love 1s longer 
then that of Sin, and that the Circumciſi- 
on was but the firſt Line, the beginning of 
the one which might haye been the full 
Payment and Period of the other. 

- C Il. When 


S. Bern. 
Serm.de Cu* 
CumCc. 


Ibidem, 
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I. When the eight days were accompliſh d, 


that. the-cbild how'd be circumcis d, his name. 


was \cal'd'T.ESUS: But was not his Name 
calld fo before he was conteiv'd inthe womb? 
The Angel verifies the thing, and' St. Ber- 
nard gives the Reaſon ;. Becauſe (fays he) 
it was 'not an' Additional, bat an Eſſential 
Appeliation : Inmatum” eſt>'et nomen, 4 non 
inditum. Other Children arc nami'd after 
they arc born z. andLif a St. John Baptiſt, or 
perhaps a Feremy, -wcre: ptivileg'd 'to rc> 
ccive it before} yet:it-was/after-they were 
conceiy'd in the Womb, for that which 
has! no: Being; cant have 'no Name. /' But 
fmce JESUS! recery t the: Style ' of a Se- 


vieur , | before he: aflunn'd the Nature” of 


Man, 'welearn from the ſame Father, thac 
ir flow'd: from: his. Ecernity, and was the 
Property-of his' Diving Perſon: A nature 
propti4- babet a fit fabvator. 'Bue then 
what Relation berween this Glorious Title, 
and: the Ignominions Badge of a Smner ? 
Was the”Circumcifion ſuch: a- neceflary 


Circumſtance, rhat fronythe Datc-of* thar - 


Penal Ceremony, that Mark of Servitude, 
he 


| 
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he ſhou'd Calculate the Beginning of, his 
Reign 4rWas .Subjection to the, Law the 
ptopereſt Mattcr to-1nſtance 1h the brit Act - 
of his Sovercignty ? or the Dying his Pur- 
ple in his own Blood, a Demonſtration that * 
he was the Prince of Peace * In fine, What 


had a JESUS todo with Circhmciſion > © 


or: what had Circumciſion} to icHace in 4 
JESUS? + 5 


I am not ignorant - that: ;Circumgiſion 


was to the Few, what: Baptiſm is- to the ©, *- 


Chriſtian, and the Means of taking off 
Original Sin. from all. the Male-kind do- 
ſccaded of. Abraham, :with whota that Co+ 
venant -was amade. I' know it:was a'di 
ſtintive Character by, which: the Recayer - 
was. matriculated, and cntred uo the Peo- 
plo of : God! | 34 75280 aid 51 ) 
wn |, ereeth Vert 111.1 is 53 
.- But theſe Reaſons do not ſubſiſt in the 
Perſon. of J ESUS$S,.-who, as the. Son of 
God., . ought not.to wear the Mark of 
Seryitude ;: as Original of; Innocence, was 
incapable of that of Sm; and as a Re- 
24 "a deemer, 
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deemer, bis hour was not yet come. Indeed 

he Enacted that Law, but for Sinners; he 
Ulp. & J.C. Enacted the Law, ſed Princeps legibus ſolu- 
DD Joba. 7#5 /? 3. But Princcs arc. nor ſubject to. the 
ſton of Go- LaWsS. they make, farther then cheir great 
vernnent, Prudence judges it expedient to conde- 
Liz lzgi- ſcend to the Infirmity of the Subject. Here 
bus folun I begin to ſce Light, and to diſcover the 
ſums, tz- 1d mirable Methods of the Divine Wif- 


men ſecun- 


dum leges dom in the Occonomy of our Redempti- 


rivimu. . on, Mixing and (as I may ſay) confound- 
mod. T:&. 1ng the Power of the Divine Nature with 
infrm. the Weakneſs of the Humane, to cxpreſs 

the otherwiſe Incomprehenfible Union of 


the Two Natures in the Perſon of ] E- 


SUS. - And of this we have as many + 


Proofs, as there are Circumſtances in his 
Nativity, Paſſages in his Life, and Pro- 
digics at his Death. But I muſt not ex- 
cecd the Limits of my Time, and ought 
not to. tranſgreſs the Bounds of my Sub- 
ject ; wheretorc, to keep cloſe to the Mat- 
ter: For this very Reaſon the: Glorious 
Name of JESUS 1isjoynd with the.Pain 
and Ignominy of . the Cen, = 

Sry1C 


UM 
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Style of a God with the Character of a 

{ Sinner, thac while the affliting Ceremo- 
.| ny ſpeaks him true Man, the Name of Sa- 
viour may proclaim him true God, and 
oblige us to acknowledge, that if he le- 
yel himfelf ro our low Condition, it 1s 
to raiſe it; if to our Weakneſs, it is to 
ſtrengthen 1t ; if to our Slavery, it is to 
redeem it ; if to the Appearance and Image 


| of Sinin the Circumciſion, it is to apply 
the Antidote in the Name of JESUS. 


/* Thus when Eight Days were accom- 
' pliſh'd for the Circumciling of the Child, 
| s Love carrxd it above his Power, and 
the Child was Circumcisd ; had he 
pleaded his Exemption as innocent, he 
wou'd have rent the-Yail before the proper 
time, and laid open the Myſtery, a ſeculis cg. 1.16, 
| abſconditum, which was to be hidden from 
| - the World till his laſt expiring on the 
Croſs : Had he over-ruled the Law by 
ts abſolute Authority, he wou'd not have 
acted conſequently ro his Commuſhon, 
whuch was not 0 annul, but to fulfil it, not Matth.5.17. 
| ; 0 


JAMAL 


< 
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to vacate, but' to improve the Shadow in- 
to the.Subſtance, the Figure into the Rea 
lit, che Corporal Circumciſion  into:the 
Spuitual, the Law of Severity into that of 
Mercy, a heavy: Yoke-into a light Burthen, 
the Laver of Blood into:the Baptifmal Ab- 
lution, : and as. /iz' re, - (o im. nomine,' 'and 
therefore Hhis/Name was tall d JESUS. For 
before that Inſtant, his Appellation was only 
Matth.1.21. Prophetick,: vos, fauh the Angel, He ſhall 
ſave bis People: but now, che enters upon 
his Province, he begins the Work of our 
Salvation, he offciates as a Saviourz for |} 
ſince he reſoly'd to-frxno period to the ve | 
hemency of his afte&tion, nor ftena the - } 
current of his Blood,” while there /was a | 
drop left in. his Veins, he look'd on the 
Crofs!: as at vaſt diſtance, a: Thusty: three 
Years Journey. bctore he cou'd arrive torche | 
defird Chalice ; he thought the'[/Houts, | 
the Days, the Years wou'd come on flowly, | 
and with Lead upon their Feet, and there 
fore tranſported with the impatience! of 2 
Loycr, he reſolves to ſct out carly, and 
by a Stratagem of Love he. conyerts = 

. Stable 


UMI 
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Stable into a Calvary, the Manger into an 
Altar, the Circumcifion into Crucifixion, 
writing himſelt a JESUS in the Characters 
of his own Fleſh, and in the Tin&ture of 
his own Blood: But to leave a Stock for 
Mulriplication, for the matter of a great- 
er Suffering, and a more copious effuli- 
on, he makes the Wounding Knife only 
a Prelude to the gauling Scourge, to the 
piercing Nails, and to the ſearching 
Spear, when the true Mozart Calvary ſhou'd 
finiſh what Beth/ebem began, and whom 
that City beheld, not only rejected, nor 
only born, but alſo bleeding in a Stable ; 
Feruſalem ſhou'd one Day fee rejected in 
the prime; of. his: Lite, and.Glones 3 and 
at laſt, Extra portam paſſum,” once morc 
faffering without the Gates. _ I 2. 
Et nunc filie Feraſalem egredimini... And 
mow ye Daxghters of Jerulalem, the Spoules 
of the Lamb, whom he -athances in: hus own 
Blood, ' come forth, and behold''a moſt 
doleful, and calamitous ſpectacle, which 
at the ſame wounds the Eye, and the 
Heart 
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Heart, forces your Compaſſion, and ex- 
acts your Afﬀection, if your Breaſts are 
not harder than the Flint that made the 
Wound. Epredimini, draw all your Soul 
. into your Eyc, and behold your Beloyed 
in the firſt dawning of his Life, lying up- 
on the brink of Death, ſtruggling for that 
little Breath he had ſcarcely recciy'd, and 

oaning under thoſe Wounds which per- 

aps wou'd be Mortal, were not his 
Love Immortal ; Wounds that Crown 
him as a Sacrifice to the Altar, not to live 
longer, but to dic later, and to ſuffer 
more. 


He was deſcending from Jeruſalem to Je- 
richo, and behold, at the very ſetting out, 
he is fallen into unmerciful Hands, and 
more cruel Hearts, which neither the Ten- 
derneſs of his Age can mollifie, nor the 
Majeſty of his Countenance can *deter, 
nor the Rhetorick of his Tears can per- 
ſuade, nor the ſweetneſs of his Name can 
charm ; but having wounded him, left 
him weltcring in his own Blood ; Semi- 
vivo 
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vivo reliflo, and half dead, they walk away 
as if they had no hand in the Parricide, 
They wipe their Mouths, and cry, What have 
we done? Egredimini, and will no body 
come. forth? Will no pious Samaritan 
make a halt? Will no one turn from his 
wicked Courſes, or ſtep aſide out of the 
Paths of Sin, to bind up his Wounds, 
to wipe off his Tears, to affuage his 
Pains? Will no body purſue the. Afal-. 
fins? Will no body -feiſe the Guilty 
Hands 2? When any unfortunate Accident 
befals a Child of yours, the Houſe is 
preſently in an Uproar, your Cloſets fly 
open, your Cabinets are, rifled(y\ every 
Hand 1s fll'd with Cordials, neither Ex- 

nce nor Diligence 15 ſpar'd : And be- 

1d the Cluld F ES V 8 wounded, and 
all - for your ſake:z fill Naked im: the 
Poor, ſtill Bleeding in the Hearts of the 
Widow and of the Orphan, and calling up- 
on .you, not for your Silks or Velyers, 
the gaudy Trappings of wanton Luxury, 
bur tor' a 'caſt Garment: to coyer - his 
Nakedneſs, to ftanch his Blood ; but 
be yo your 


Lam. 4- 4» 


Rev. 13. 8, 


(22) 
your Wardrobes are full, and your 
Hands are empty : Calling upon you, 
not for your high Cordils, your Pearl, 
or your Bezoar; but only for a fmall 
ſprinkling of 0y/ and Wine, that 1s, the 
common Elements to ſuſtain Nature ; 
and yet the Little ones, and in every one 
of theſe no leſs then a FESUS, ah 
Bread, and there is no one to break it to 
them. This unnatural Cruelty of yours 
0 his: Wounds afreſh, and the Lamb 
> 5p was ſlain from the beginning of the 
World, thro' your want of Charity and 
Compaſſion to his and your own Fel- 
low-Mcembers, will bleed to the end. of 
=? 


But . had any one. treated , I do not 
fay a Child or a Parent, I do not fay a 
Relation or a Friend , but: even a_ Ser- 
vant of yours , half fo outragiouſly, all 
the Neighbourhood wou'd rasd a- 

inſt hum, 'Vengeance wou'd. overtake: 

im as ſwift as Lightning, and fall upon. 
him bke Thunder. But here. is a F E- 
SUS 
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SUS wounded, and no body concern'd ; 
a ZESUS wounded, /and nobody did 
 ; no Inqueſt is made after the Mur- 
derers, no Juſtice lays hold on them: 
And what can be the reaſon of this In- 
ſenſibility , - but that you are all Com- 
plices in the Crime? And for a Proof, 


Manus vweſire plene ſunt ſanguine , Your If. 1. 15. 


hands are (till full of his blood, For while 
you perſecute the Godly, while you de- 
fame the Innocent, while you” charge 
them with Crimes in their Morals and - 
Religion, Crimes of your own Inyenti- 
on; while you draw the Sword upon 
your Brother for private Revenge, while 
you expoſe your felves to ſuch Ex- 
ceſſes as blunt your Reaſon, and ſet an 
Edge upon your Paſſions, you ſhed the 
Blood of FESUS, bur ſhed it in yain, 
not to make the Price of your Redem- 
ption, as in this Days Solemnity ; bur 
to. eyacuate and fruſtrate it, and to leave 


your ſelyes ( according to the Apoſtle ) Heb. re,z6. 


no more ſacrifice for ſin. 
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For it 1s a Firſt Principle i Chriſtian 
Divinity, and an unqueſtionable Point of 
our Religion, That as nothing cou'd 
draw the Son- of God out of the Bo- 
form of his Father mto this Vale of 
Tears, beſide the: Redemption of Man- 
kind ; ſo nothing cou'd make him: ſut- 
fer in 1t, but the Sins of Man. It was 
not | therefore the Rigour of the Law 
which ſubjected him to the Circumciſi- 
on : For, as the Law-maker, he was Su- 
prone ro the Law; and, as Innocent, 
1 Tim. 1,9. PE Was exempt from it; (The law is not 
made ( fays the Apoſtle ) for the juſt, but 
for the wnjuſt:) But more forcibly to q 
recommend his great Charity to us, and-to 
antidate; the Torments of - the Croſs, he 
abandons himſelf into the Hands of Sin- 
ners. His Love was only Conſenting and 
Paſſive ; but our Hands were the Af4ors 
.1n the Tragedy : And' O-that our Eyes 
were ſo too ! But we ſtand infſenſtble 
without Emotion , without Compaſſion, 
without a Tear , looking on _ we 
ave 


UMI 
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have pierced. We look upon the An- 
nual Revolution of this Solemnity as a 
meer Ceremony ; We keep 1t too, bur 
as the Heathens did their Newyears-day, 
to Conſecrate their Vices. It 1s our Jol- 
lity marks out our Calendar, not our 
Devotion; and we owe even the Me- 
mory 'of our Feaſts to the Regularity. 


of our Exccſles. 


But the time: was (my Brethren) when 
Grict ſare upon the Face of every Chri- 
ſtan, for the Suffering of a Chriſt; 
when Love as well as Compaſſion bathed, 


' their Eyes in Tears, for this Earneſt of 


our Redemprion ; when-a ſenſe of Gra- 
titude obligd them to. enter into. them- 
{clves, to. withdraw into their Cloſets, to 
ſpend this Day in Prayer, to ſhew they 
intercs'd themſelves in. che Sufferings of. 
a FZESVUVS, and hopd to reap the 
Fruit of this Blefſed Effuſion : When the 
Memory. of the ancient Circumciſion 
which FES US ſubmitted to, put them 


in mind of the Spiritual you Wm " 
ig a. 


Rom, 6, 4« 


Jer. 51. 9. 
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ligd to, and which, in your Baptiſm, 
you ſolemnly promisd, you ſolemnly 
vow'd to perform ; to diveſt your ſelves 
of the. old man, and to walk before him 
in the newneſs of life ; to circumciſe eye- 
ry -Concupiſcence, to paſs the Razor o- 


ver every Superfluity , and, 1n fine, to 


conform to the Example of this ' Day, 
to-Conſecrate your tendereſt Infancy to 
Mortification, -to ſeal up the Fountain of : 
Corruption, or at leaft to check the Et- 
teryveſcency of Nature with the Practices 
of Penance and Abſtinence, and to ren- 


der your .maturer Age a continual Mar- 


tyrdom ; Vita Chriſftiani juge Martyrium. 
But alas! the Old Law 1s come upon 
us again; we are waſhd, but we are 
not cleansd ; we are curd, but. we are 
not heal'd ; Curavimus Babylonem, © non 
eſt. ſanata; and the Blood of JESUS 
cannot ſo faſt wipe off our Stains , as 
we put new ones in their places ; we 
conlider as little the Importance of 
this Blood, as when it was firſt applied to 


us, we knew not when we made our- 


Baptiſmal 
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Baptiſmal Promiſes, and know not when 
we ſhall pertorm them: We can give no 
better account why we took the Livery 
of Chriſt, then why we wear ſuch Gar- 
ments, becauſe (forſooth) 1t 1s the . faſhi- 
on to be Chriſtians, an Honour tranſnut- 
ted to us from our Anceſtors, and while 
we can ſever the 7itle from the Burther, 
the Name from the Duty, our Pride and 
Reputation 1s concerned to keep it up. 
Bur the attempt 1s as vain as 1t 1s imp1- 
ous ; for if Circumciſion muſt make way 
for the name of FESUS, Suffering 


muſt merit the name of Chriſtian ; If it Luc, 24.26; 


| behoved Chriſt to ſuffer before be cou'd ar- 
rive to that Glory; what an irrational 
fondneſs 15 ut to. promiſe your ſelves the. 
End without embracing the Means ? If 
Humulity.be only Crown'd, what. reward 
muſt Preſumption expect? - If Innocence 
be treated ſo ſeverely, what Puniſhment is 
reſeryd for the Impenitent Sinner? If 
Chriſt fubmutted to the rigour of the 
Law, what Torments do's the Chriſtian 
deſerve, who feigns Labour in the Pre- 
cepts 
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cepts of the Goſpel, who repines at rhe 

eaſie Toke , and ſhakes off the /ighr Bur- 

then, whoapplics to every-Commandment 

of God, and his Church, the Capharnaites 

Durus ſermo, This is a hard Saying, that is 

a hard Leſſon, this is a Humane Impoſition ; 

that I cannot do, this I cannot underſtand, 

Plal. 35. 4 and therefore will not underſtand to do 
well., | 


But theſe (O Bleſſed J E SU) were the 
Corruptions of -the 0/4 Man, the Ex- 
celles of the 014 Near : But ſince thou, O 
Second Adam, haſt vouchſated by thy Pre- 
tious Blood to waſh oft the reproach of , 
Egypt from us, O Divine Infant, to ſan- 
fic the firſt Period and Entry of the 
New-born Year, we reſolve to-deſift from 
our ancient Practices, to change our an- 
cient -Courlſes ; Renovari ſpiritu mentis no- 
fire, to be renewd in the ſpirit of our 
mind, in our Opimons, in our Sentiments, 
in our Judgments, as well as in the Con- 
duct of our Lives. We renew the Co- 
venant of a Spiritual Circumciſion we -. 

made 


Eph. 4. 23. 
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made with thee in our Baptiſm ; and ac- 
cording as thy Word adviſes, we intend 
to make it the principal Buſineſs of our 
Lives, and to grow old in the ways of thy 
commandments. A hearty .Sorrow for the 
Offences of the Old Year, and a firm Pur- 
poſe of Amendment for the New, is all 
the Return we can make thee for the in- 
eſtimable Preſent of this Day. With moſt 
humble Acknowledgments we accept, and 
offer it again to thy Eternal Father, as 
the Firſt-truits of our Redemption from 
Sin, and as an Earneſt of that Glory 
which is promisd us in the Name of 
TESUS: Which I beſeech God of his In- 
finite Mercy to beſtow upon us, thro the 
Merits of JESUS. Amen. 
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